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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claim 22 is directed to a datastream, which is considered to be 
nonfunctional descriptive material. See MPEP 2100. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8-11, 15-18, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harrison. 

Referring to claims 1, 8, 15, and 22, Harrison discloses a system/method for extending 
unattended control capabilities for a video receiver, comprising: 

- a shell for executing scripts controlling demodulation of broadcast programming (the 
examiner notes that a processor processes data and instructions stored in a main 
memory. These data and instructions provide communication between a user and an 
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operating system, thus performing the operation of a sheil)(col. 3, 1. 6-13, 21-31)(Fig. 
1); and 

- a memory containing at least one script including a sequence of commands for 
demodulating selected broadcast programming (the examiner notes that the personal 
profile stores trigger data and an action to be performed in response to a recognized 
trigger. Since a set of actions are performed in recognition of a trigger, the profile 
performs the operation of a script), wherein the at least one script is executable by the 
shell to select broadcast programming for demodulation and display or recording 
from among one or more concurrently airing programs each matching at least one of a 
plurality of user-specified descriptive criteria, wherein said at least one script employs 
associated previously-defined user priorities or conditions to select between 
conflicting matches or routing options (col. 3, 1. 53-67, col. 4, 1. 1-1 1, 43-67, & col. 5, 
1. ll-40)(Figs. 3A-3B). 

Referring to claims 2, 9, and 16, Harrison discloses the system/method as set forth in 
claims 1, 8, and 15, respectively, wherein the at least one script identifies the selected broadcast 
programming by at least one of: 

- one or more channels on which the selected broadcast programming is to be broadcast 
and one or more time periods during which the selected broadcast programming is to 
be broadcast; 

- a title of the selected broadcast programming; and 

- keywords describing the selected broadcast programming (col. 4, 1. 47-50). 
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The USPTO considers the applicant's "at least one of language to be anticipated by any 
reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Referring to claims 3, 10, and 17, Harrison discloses the system/method as set forth in 
claims 1, 8, and 15, respectively, wherein the at least one script, when executed by the shell, 
controls operation of the video receiver to cause a sequence of programs broadcast during 
separate contiguous time periods on different channels to be demodulated and displayed by the 
video receiver (the examiner notes that in time, different programs on different channels will be 
displayed in accordance with the triggering and priority data stored in the profile)(col. 6, 1. 6-15). 

Referring to claims 4, 11, and 18, Harrison discloses the system/method as set forth in 
claims 1, 8, and 15, respectively, wherein the at least one script, when executed by the shell, 
controls operation of the video receiver to cause the selected broadcast programming to be 
demodulated and transmitted to a recording device (col. 4, 1. 54-56)(Fig. 3A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 12, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harrison 
in view of Liebenow. 

Referring to claims 5, 12, and 19, Harrison discloses the system/method as set forth in 
claims 4, 1 1, and 18, respectively. Harrison does not disclose a method of, prior to causing the 
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selected broadcast programming to be demodulated and transmitted to a recording device, 
checking for previous demodulation and transmission of the selected broadcast programming to 
the recording device, wherein execution of the at least one script is terminated if the selected 
broadcast programming was previously demodulated and transmitted to the recording device. 
Liebenow discloses a method of determining whether or not a program has been previously 
recorded, and if it has, inhibiting the recording of the program (col. 5, 1. 27-38, 58-67 & col. 6, 1. 
1-3). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention 
was made to modify Harrison to determine whether or not a program has been previously 
recorded, and inhibit the recording of a program if it has, such as that taught by Liebenow in 
order to allow a user to employ a record function without having to worry about inadvertently 
recording duplicate programs (col 1, 1. 29-31). 

5. Claims 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Harrison in view of Zigmond et al. 

Referring to claims 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, and 21, Harrison discloses the system as set forth in 
claims 1, 8 and 15. Harrison does not disclose receiving a script together with a broadcast 
programming stream including selected broadcast programming or receiving a script from an 
external source separate from a broadcast programming stream including selected broadcast 
programming. Zigmond et aL discloses receiving a logical address link either in a broadcast 
video signal (col. 10, 1. 16-22) or from a different data supplier (col. 9, 1. 62-67 & col. 10, 1. 1-3, 
13-15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Harrison to receive instruction data either in broadcast 
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programming or from a different data supplier, such as that taught by Zigmond et al. in order to 
provide an intelligent mechanism for communicating instruction data (col. 2, 1. 28-29). 

t 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ellis et al. discloses a client-server electronic program guide. 

Weightman discloses program control through a command application method. 

Berenson et al. discloses a web-driven calendar updating system. 

Ficco discloses device control via digitally stored program content. 

Mori et al. discloses a program preselecting/recording apparatus for searching an 
electronic program guide for programs according to predetermined search criteria. 

Park et al. discloses enabling and/or disabling selected types of broadcast triggers. 

Kawakami et al. discloses a motion picture reproducing middleware selecting/executing 
device and method. 

Pezzillo et al. discloses an apparatus and method of using the same for internet and 
intranet broadcast channel creation and management. 

Inoue et al. discloses an information receiving system and method. 

Blackketter et al. discloses communicating scripts in a data service channel of a video 

signal. 

Arai et al. discloses a method and apparatus for producing program information and a 
receiving apparatus for processing the program information. 
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Del Sesto et al. discloses configurable monitoring of program viewership and usage of 
interactive applications. 

Graves et al. discloses an apparatus and method of selecting video programs based on 
viewers' preferences. 

Levitan discloses an apparatus for providing a virtual personal channel in a television 

system. 

Ozawa discloses a method and apparatus for controlling set-top box hardware and 
software functions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571 .272.7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Van Handel 
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